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IMPORTANT NOTE

Before submitting an article to the IMJ, please ensure your article is in the correct IMJ format.  Below is a list of the different categories of articles we have in the Journal
1. Original Papers – report original research of relevance to clinical medicine or general practice
2. Case Reports – report unusual cases in medicine
3. Short Reports – report experimental work or new methods
4. Occasional Pieces or Research Correspondence – include reviews of controversial or unusual aspects of medicine
5. Editorials – are mostly written by invitation, but we welcome reports on the organisation or assessment of medical practice
6. Letters to the Editor – short reports on medicine or letters taking up points made in articles recently published in the Journal
Disclaimer:

All content mterial of advertisements shall be

All submissions are subject to the approval of the Irish Medical Journal editorial board. The Irish Medical Journal reserves the right at any time to omit, suspend, or discontinue any submission without providing any reason for doing so. Acceptance of an article does not imply publication immediately.

Guidelines for Formatting Your Article into the Different IMJ Categories

Your article must adhere strictly to the guidelines below or you will have to resubmit it. 
1. Original Papers
· Original papers have a 2,000 word limit.  The word count includes all text included in the abstract, introduction, methods, results and discussion. The word limit does not include the title, illustrations and their descriptions, or references.

· There is a limit of 25 references.
· The entire article must be in narrative format; i.e. no bullet points, numbering etc.

· The only headings allowed are Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Results and Discussion. The headings are to be in highlighted in bold.
· The Abstract section cannot be longer than 150 words. It must include details of your introduction, methods, results and discussion. Numbers must be accompanied by their percentage representation in your study, and vice versa. 
· We only allow subheadings in the Results section.  The subheadings are to be in italics.  No underlining or bold.
· We allow a maximum of four illustrations, i.e. tables, figures, graphs, photos etc.  Multiple images cannot be resized to fit into one. 
· The Corresponding Author’s contact details must include a valid mailing address mobile phone number and an email address.

· The Reference section must be in the Vancouver style of referencing.
· The term ‘et al’ is not permitted in the reference section. You must include the names of all of the authors in the paper. 
· Throughout the article, references must be in superscript numbering without brackets.
· Please supply the names, institution(s), and contact details of 3 potential referees that we may contact in the event that your paper is required to be peer reviewed. 
2. Case Reports
· Case Reports have a 700 word limit. The word count includes all text included in the abstract, case report, results and discussion. The word limit does not include the title, illustrations and their descriptions, or references.

· There is a limit of 10 references.
· The entire article must be in narrative format; i.e. no bullet points, numbering etc.

· The only headings allowed are Abstract, Introduction, Case Report and Discussion. The headings are to be in highlighted in bold.  No underlining.
· The abstract must include details of your introduction, case report(s) and discussion. Numbers must be accompanied by their percentage representation in your study, and vice versa. 
· We do not allow subheadings.
· We allow a maximum of two illustrations, i.e. tables, figures, graphs, photos etc. Multiple images cannot be resized to fit into one. 
· The Corresponding Author’s contact details must include a valid mailing address mobile phone number and an email address.

· The Reference section must be in the Vancouver style of referencing.
· The term ‘et al’ is not permitted in the reference section. You must include the names of all of the authors in the paper. 
· Throughout the article, references must be in superscript numbering without brackets.
· Please supply the names, institution(s), and contact details of 3 potential referees that we may contact in the event that your paper is required to be peer reviewed. 
3. Short Reports

· Short Reports have an 800 word limit.  The word count includes all text included in the abstract, introduction, methods, results and discussion. The word limit does not include the title, illustrations and their descriptions or references.

· There is a limit of 10 references.
· The entire article must be in narrative format; i.e. no bullet points, numbering etc.

· The only headings allowed are Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Results and Discussion.  The headings are to be in highlighted in bold.  No underlining. 
· The abstract must include details of your introduction, methods, results and discussion. Numbers must be accompanied by their percentage representation in your study, and vice versa. 
· We only allow subheadings in the Results section.  The subheadings are to be in italics.  No underlining or bold.

· We allow a maximum of one illustration, i.e. tables, figures, graphs, photos etc. 
· The Corresponding Author’s contact details must include a valid mailing address mobile phone number and an email address.

· The Reference section must be in the Vancouver style of referencing.
· The term ‘et al’ is not permitted in the reference section. You must include the names of all of the authors in the paper. 
· Throughout the article, references must be in superscript numbering without brackets.
· Please supply the names, institution(s), and contact details of 3 potential referees that we may contact in the event that your paper is required to be peer reviewed. 
4. Research Correspondence/Occasional Pieces

· These articles have a 1,500 word limit. The word count includes all text included in the article. The word limit does not include the title, illustrations or references.

· There is a limit of 15 references.
· You can put in your own headings in these articles or adhere to the usual IMJ headings.  The headings must be in bold.  No underlining.
· The entire article must be in narrative format; i.e. no bullet points, numbering etc.

· We allow a maximum of one illustration, i.e. tables, figures, graphs, photos etc. 
· The Corresponding Author’s contact details must include a valid mailing address mobile phone number and an email address.

· The Reference section must be in the Vancouver style of referencing.
· The term ‘et al’ is not permitted in the reference section. You must include the names of all of the authors in the paper. 
· Throughout the article, references must be in superscript numbering without brackets.
· Please supply the names, institution(s), and contact details of 3 potential referees that we may contact in the event that your paper is required to be peer reviewed. 
5. Editorials

· Editorials have a 1,000 word limit. The word limit does not include the title, illustrations or references.

· There is a limit of 10 references.
· We do not allow any headings, subheadings or illustrations in Editorials.
· The entire article is to be in narrative format; i.e. no bullet points, numbering etc.

· The Corresponding Author’s contact details must include a valid mailing address mobile phone number and an email address.

· The Reference section must be in the Vancouver style of referencing.
· The term ‘et al’ is not permitted in the reference section. You must include the names of all of the authors in the paper. 
· Throughout the article, references must be in superscript numbering without brackets.

6. Letters to the Editor
· Letters to the Editor have a 500 word limit. The word limit does not include the title, illustrations or references.

· There is a limit of 4 references.
· The letter must be in narrative format; i.e. no bullet points, numbering etc.

· The Corresponding Author’s contact details must include a valid mailing address mobile phone number and an email address.

· The Reference section must be in the Vancouver style of referencing.
· The term ‘et al’ is not permitted in the reference section. You must include the names of all of the authors in the paper. 
· Throughout the article, references must be in superscript numbering without brackets.
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