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ORIGINAL PAPERS 

THE EFFICACY AND TOLERABILITY OF LEVETIRACETAM AS A FIRST LINE MONOTHERAPY IN 

CHILDHOOD EPILEPSY………….........................………………………………………….….P18 
 

Connolly et al describe their collective experience with Levetiracetam in 182 children with epilepsy.  75% 

achieved seizure freedom or >50% reduction in seizure control.  In 16% of cases the medication was 

discontinued because of side-effects. [Read Article] 
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THE IMPACT OF THE NEW STATE BODY FOR TRANSPLANTATION ON LUNG TRANSPLANTATION 

WAITING LIST MORTALITY………………………………………………………….....…......P19 
 

Organ donation Transplantation Ireland (ODTI) was established in 2014.  Since its commencement the waiting 

list mortality has decreased from 46% to 33%. [Read Article]  
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TRENDS IN MENTAL HEALTH PRESENTATIONS TO A PAEDIATRIC EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT...P20 
 

Fitzgerald et al report that the number of presentations have increased from 69 (2006) to 432 (2016).  The overall 

admission rate was 33%. [Read Article] 
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IRISH INQUIRY REPORTS RELATING TO PERINATAL DEATHS AND PREGNANCY LOSS 

SERVICES……………………………………………………………………………………...P21 
 

Helps et al state that there have been 10 national inquiry reports 2005-18 related to pregnancy loss services.  258 

recommendations were made across the reports.  They including more staff, better training, better data collection.  

Feedback from key stakeholders was only sought in 2 of the reports. [Read Article] 
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A ONE YEAR COST ANALYSIS OF ACUTE PAEDIATRIC MENTAL HEALTH PRESENTATIONS…...P22 
 

McNicholas et al report that in 2018, 163 youths attended the ED and 122 were admitted.  The yearly cost to 

the hospital was €1,028,020, an average of €8,426 per patient. [Read Article] 
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DOES VITAMIN D DEFICIENCY PREDISPOSE TO POST STROKE FATIGUE?......................……….P23 
 

Njoku and Iveson report a high prevalence of low vitamin D levels among stroke survivors with fatigue.  The 

administration of vitamin D led to improvement in the patients’ symptoms. [Read Article] 
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