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ORIGINAL PAPERS 

PRENATALLY DIAGNOSED FETAL ANEUPLOIDY: NATURAL HISTORY AND SUBSEQUENT 

MANAGEMENT ………….........................………………………………………………....….P34 
 

Murphy et al describe the outcome for cases of antenatally diagnosed trisomies 13, 18, 21, monosomy x, 

triploidy, and translocations.  There were 482 cases between 2005-2015.  The intrauterine death/miscarriage 

rates for the 3 main anomalies were as follows: trisomy 13 – 43.7%, trisomy 18 – 57%, trisomy 21 – 36.2%. 
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THE IMPACT OF THE STORM EMMA ON IRISH EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT ATTENDANCES ……P35 
 

Mulcaire et al demonstrate how the 2018 Storm Emma red alert affected ED attendances. They found a 

significant decline in attendances during the red alert.  After the storm event was over there was a surge in ED 

numbers.  The findings will enable departments to plan more effectively for future severe weather events. 
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GLUCOCORTICOID-INDUCED OSTEOPOROSIS PREVENTION IN POLYMYALGIA RHEUMATICA 

PATIENTS...................................................................................................................................P36 
 

Swami and Molloy address the issue of bone protective therapy (BPT) for patients with polymyalgia rheumatica 

who are on glucocorticoids.  The authors found that in their series 27% of patients were not receiving on BPT.  

The recommendation is that patients receiving ≥7.5mgs of prednisolone for ≥ 3 months should have BPT. 
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ASSESSING THE UTILITY OF ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHY FOR STARING EPISODES IN CHILDREN 

WITH AUTISM ………………………………………………………………………………...P37 
 

Conroy and Shahwan reviewed 120 EEGs performed on autism spectrum disorder (ASD) who referred because of staring 

episodes.  They conclude that EEG investigations for staring episodes in children with ASD are probably not useful.  
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SKIN CANCER EXCISION IS MORE EFFICIENT AND COST EFFECTIVE IN A SPECIALIST SECONDARY 

CARE SERVICE …......................................................................................................................P38 
 

O’Sullivan et al have undertaken a cost analysis of a general practice and a hospital skin biopsy service.  The 

cost per malignant lesion excised was €1779.80 in general practice compared with €381.78 in the skin cancer 

service.  One of the reasons for the discrepancy is that 91% of lesions from general practice were benign 

compared with 62% in the skin cancer service.  
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MEDICAL STUDENTS’ KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO 

HEALTHCARE (UHC) SYSTEMS......................………………………………………………...P39 
 

Dennehy et al describe the attitudes of final medical year students towards UHC.  They are generally in favour 

of UHC but feel that there are number of obstacles.  The concern is that it will increase GP workloads. The other 

issue is that there is uncertainty whether the current system would be able to implement the reform.  
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