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Editor’'s Commentary Page no.
The Doolin Memorial Lecture 2025 164

Occasional Piece

The ethical imperative for a specialty specific guidance in 165
Occupational Medicine

Short Reports

Survey of Maternity Unit Guidelines regarding Formula 166
Supplementation of Breastfed Babies

Almaiman et al surveyed 21 maternity and neonatal units. They found
that 12/21 (57%) units had guidelines for supplementation in
breastfed infants. Lactation support was available in all units.

Acute Respiratory Infection Outbreaks in Residential Care 167
Facilities

Gannon et al report on 38 acute respiratory infection outbreaks with
Influenza A being the pathogen in 21 instances. There were high

vaccination rates. Oseltamivir prophylaxis was recommended for 40%
of residents.

Original Papers

Review of the first 5 years of dedicated FDG PET/CT for Cardiac 168
Inflammation

Donnelly et al report on the efficacy of FDG PET/CT scanning in the
diagnosis of cardiac sarcoidosis and other inflammatory conditions.
Fifty-three patients were included in the study.
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Longitudinal Improvements in Clinical Outcomes for Children with 169
Cystic Fibrosis Aged Six Years

O’Keeffe et al state that children with Cystic Fibrosis now have an
earlier diagnosis after birth, reduced morbidity and mortality, and
lower pseudomonas colonisation rates. CFTR modulators have started
in 50% of cases.

Training Opportunities for Intubation of Very Low Birthweight 170
Infants in a Tertiary Neonatal Centre

McGuckin et al report that in a 12-month period, there were 141
intubation episodes among very low birthweight infants. The authors
state that this quantity of intubation procedures provides the NCHDs
with a good opportunity for training in the technique.

A Retrospective Review of Spinal Cord Injuries Among Trauma 171
Patients to Appropriately Forecast Future Service Requirements at
a National Trauma Centre

Tewari et al describe 148 cases of traumatic spinal cord injury. The
most common causes were falls (64.86%), road traffic accidents
(14.86%) and injuries to cyclists (5.41%). The authors also classify the
levels of neurological deficit.

Influence of peripheral venous cannulation on delivery of upper 172
limb rehabilitation in Stroke patients

Perrins et al surveyed 23 healthcare professionals about the
placement of cannulae in patients stroke-affected limb. There were
responses from 19/23 of those contacted. The conclusion is that the
practice can negatively interfere with therapy interventions.

Evaluation of an out-of-catchment ambulance hyperacute FAST+ 173
(stroke) bypass pathway

Perry et al outline the implementation of a regional hyperacute FAST+
(stroke) ambulance bypass protocol in the Dublin Midlands region.
There were 162 patients included in the study of whom 16 received
thrombolysis and 9 who were referred for thrombectomy.
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Stakeholder attitudes to a potential national registry for
interstitial lung disease

Edwards et al have surveyed 138 patients and 35 healthcare
professionals (HCPs) about the establishment of a national register.
Most patients were either very comfortable or quite comfortable with
clinical data being held on a register. The HCPs said that the dataset
would be very helpful.

174

Impact of a trauma bypass protocol on a receiving Emergency
Department: a 4-year review

Daly et al describe an NAS (national ambulance service)
orthopaedic/trauma bypass protocol which was launched in 2019.
There have been 1636 trauma bypass cases. The authors state that the
centralisation of trauma care is an internationally recognised means of
improving patient outcomes.

175

An analysis of applications and acceptances to the National
Specialist Training Programme in General Practice Ireland from
2021-2024

Fitzgerald et al in an analysis the GP training scheme found that there
were 3672 applicants during a four-year period. The place of the
primary medical qualification of those who were offered and accepted
was Ireland (58%), EU/UK (24%) and non-EU (14%).

176

Case Reports

Addison’s Disease in Pregnancy: Challenges, Management and
Outcomes

Afzal et al describe a case of Addison’s disease in a 34-year-old
pregnant woman. The clinical presentation was vomiting and
hypotension. The biochemical findings were conclusive with
hyponatraemia, mild hyperkalaemia, raised ACTH, low cortisol,
positive adrenal antibodies and a confirmatory Synacthen test.

177
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An Atypical Trigger of Stevens-Johnson Syndrome with Severe 178
Ocular Complications

Mehmood et al describe a case of Stevens-Johnson syndrome in an 18-
year-old male which was associated with the prior ingestion of a bottle

of expired camel milk one day previously. The patient developed

severe eye complications which required bilateral amniotic membrane
transplant as part of the treatment of the ocular inflammation.

Fulminant Myocarditis in a Previously Well Toddler 179
Elfaki et al describe a 16-month-old girl with acute myocarditis due to

an enterovirus. The clinical presentation was myocarditis, tachypnoea,

delayed capillary refill time, ECG changes and cardiomegaly.

Letters to the Editor

In the era of direct-to-consumer ovarian reserve tests, 180
General Practitioners desire more education on these tests

Behind the Drapes of General Anaesthesia 181
Implementing Peer Evaluation Forms to Enhance Presentation 182
Skills in the Radiation Oncology Journal Clubs

Student Essay Competition 2025

The winner of this year’s student essay competition is Andre 183

Samir Ramkaran.

The topic of this year’s competition was: “How medical research
contributes to health and patient care”. Ramkaran has interwoven the
clinical journey of an acute stroke victim with how modern scientific
advances and medical interventions can positively intervene in a
patient’s outcome. The rapid coordinated sequence of care from the
paramedic rapid recognition of FAST, the urgent ambulance retrieval,
the immediate confirmatory CT scan, the commencement of
thrombolysis therapy, the skilled rehabilitation in the stroke ward and
ultimately the return of the patient to the classroom in her role as a
teacher rather than the alternative of a life-altering disability.
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Retractions

Retraction 184






