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Editor’'s Commentary Page no.
Clinical Academic Research Careers 167
Occasional Piece

GLP-1 Receptor Agonists in Adolescents with Severe Obesity 168
Case Series

A Cluster of Anencephaly Cases: The Potential Preventative Role 169
of Folic Acid Fortification

Stokes et al. report a cluster of four cases of anencephaly over a two-

week period. The clinical details are described for three of the cases.

The authors point out that folic acid fortification could lead to an 80%
reduction in NTDs.

Original Papers

Timely Reperfusion in STEMI: A Closed-Loop Audit of Guideline 170
Compliance and Practice Improvements

Murray et al. compared the management of STEMI between two time

periods 2021-23 and 2017-20 for patients outside Dublin. Among 1,301
patients, the ECG-perfusion time decreased from 124 to 113 minutes.

The thrombolysis rates increased from 3% to 10%.

Herpes Simplex Virus Perinatal Management 171

Carey et al. report on the perinatal management of perinatal herpes
simplex infection. There were 234 women and 261 pregnancies. Risk
stratification was used to determine whether the case was high,
intermediate, or low risk. One hundred and ten women were affected
by visible lesions during the pregnancy. One hundred and seventy-
eight women received prophylaxis. One infant tested positive.
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Perspectives on current provision of Acute Diabetic Foot Care 172

Foley and Kheirelseid surveyed the multidisciplinary group including
podiatrists, doctors, nurses, orthotists, attending a diabetic foot
symposium. The group favoured the appointment of a diabetic foot
coordinator to link between the hospital and the community.

Lung Cancer Spectrum, Molecular Alterations and PD-L1 Expression 173

Fatima and Redmond have reviewed their department’s lung cancer
caseload in a one- year period. In 2024, there were 165 cases, the two
commonest subtypes were adenocarcinoma 55% and squamous cell
19%. Molecular testing was undertaken in 50% of cases, KRAS being
the most common driver mutation.

Clinical Infectious Needs of Adults Displaced from Ukraine 174

Quirke et al. have documented the infectious disease conditions
encountered in a cohort of 123 Ukrainian patients. There were 75 with
HIV, many of whom had co-existing hepatitis C or B. There were four
cases of active TB. The healthcare barriers were the interpreter needs,
the location of temporary accommodation, and transport challenges.

Acute Traumatic Pubic Ramus Fractures 175

Flanagan et al. report 42 cases of isolated pubic ramus fracture. Eighty
per cent were due to falls under 2 metres and the median age was 83
years. Management was mostly conservative.

A Comparative Departmental Census of Intra-Cranial and Spinal 176
Tumours
O’Higgins and Farrell have reviewed the number of cases of

intracranial and spinal tumours managed in their department. The
numbers have been stable year-on-year during the period 2019-2024.
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Early versus late duodenal atresia repair in preterm and low birth 177
weight neonates

Ali et al. have reviewed the surgical management of duodenal atresia

in preterm low birthweight infants. Among 16 infants, seven had early
repair (<14 days) and nine had delayed repair (>14 days). Time to full

feeds was shorter in the early repair group.

Using Visual Aids to Improve Communication in Oncology 178
Consultations

Moore-Davis et al. have introduced visual aids into their oncology
consultations. The aids have improved patients’ knowledge of the
cancer staging and the treatment schedules.

Case Reports

Simple Site, Serious Sequelae: Septic Emboli from a Peripheral 179
Cannula

Walker and Keelan report a case of septic pulmonary emboli and a
septic arthritis of the left ankle due to an infected peripheral venous
cannula (PVC). The authors stress the importance of checking PVCs for
signs of local infection.

Pulmonary embolism mimicking myocardial ischemia in an 180
Emergency Department

Nawaz et al. describe a case of pulmonary embolism mimicking
myocardial infarction. The authors emphasize the importance of
structured history taking, which in this case revealed a recent episode
of calf pain and long-haul travel.

Beyond Hereditary Haemorrhagic Telangiectasia (HHT): Capillary 181
Malformation—Arteriovenous Syndrome (CM-AVM)

Haydar et al. describe a case of capillary malformation- arteriovenous
syndrome (CM-AVM). The presentation was telangiectasia of the face,
lips, hands, and a bruit over the posterior chest wall.
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Anaesthetic Management of a Child with Chromosome 7g32.1 182

Microdeletion Undergoing Ligation of Patent Processus Vaginalis

Lal et al. describe the anaesthetic management of a child with a
chromosome 7q 32.1 microdeletion. The authors stress the importance
of careful airway planning, supraglottic airway use, and behavioural
awareness.

Letters to the Editor

De-implementation of Low Value Care and the role of 183
behavioural science in Healthcare Quality Improvement

Confessions of a failed quality improver 184

An Unexpected Conception: Spontaneous Pregnancy 185
Following Bone Marrow Transplantation

Abstracts & Reports

Academy of Clinical Science and Laboratory Medicine and 186
Medical Laboratory Scientists Association LabCon 2026

Sudanese Doctors Union of Ireland 6th Annual Symposium 187

HSE Mid-West Acute and Older Persons Service Annual 188
Healthcare Audit Conference 2026
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