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Editor’'s Commentary Page no.
Coping with an Exam Failure 147
Editorial

Closing the Mortality Gap: Cancer Inequities for People with 148
Severe Mental Disorders

Occasional Piece

A Goldilocks Approach to Youth Psychotropic Prescribing 149
Short Report

Clinical outcomes for emergency department patients diagnosed 150
with pubic rami fractures

Tan et al. describe 131 cases of pubic rami fracture. Two-thirds were

aged 65 years and older, and 75% were female. The principal cause

was a fall under 2m.

Original Papers

Socioeconomic Deprivation and Pertussis Incidence in Dublin and 151

Midlands

Murray et al. report 121 confirmed Pertussis cases in Dublin and
Midlands region in one year. There were major socioeconomic
differences. The rate varied from 1.2 per 100,000 in affluent areas
compared with 15.4 per 100,000 in deprived areas. The authors discuss
the importance of targeted vaccination campaigns.



https://imj.ie/index.php/imj/article/view/74
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Vitamin D Testing Deviations in General Internal Medicine
Inpatients

Fagan et al. found that there are frequent deviations from the HSE
laboratory criteria for vitamin D testing. High risk populations are
under-tested and older patients are over-tested.

152

Evaluation of the Impact of a Targeted Lung Cancer Awareness
Campaign

Kelly et al. have evaluated a lung cancer awareness programme.
Participants reported increased awareness of lung cancer symptoms
and intention to seek help following exposure to the advertisement.
The campaign did not improve the recognition of a ‘change in cough’
as a potential lung cancer symptom, and there was not an increase in
GP referrals.

153

Staff Experiences in an Early Pregnancy Unit: Factors Impacting
their Work and Quality of Care

Synnott et al. surveyed the staff working in an early pregnancy unit.
There was high job satisfaction and strong colleague support.
Interventions for workers to manage stress are needed.

154

Evaluating the oncological value of extended colorectal cancer
surveillance

Pyne et al. report 217 patients who had curative surgery for colorectal

cancer. During subsequent surveillance polys, new primary tumours
and distant metastases were identified in 33, 14, and 47 patients
respectively. The authors discuss the need for longer surveillance in
certain patient groups.

155

Reducing Clinical Waste in Flexible Cystoscopy: A Prospective
Quality Improvement Study

Tittawella et al. have audited the amounts of clinical waste during
flexible colonoscopy before and after the introduction waste
management interventions. The mean waste decreased from 994.4g
to 472.2g.

156
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Trends in the Dispensing of Adult ADHD Medications 157

Maher et al. have analysed the national prescribing patterns for
stimulant ADHD medications to adults. In a 10-year period, there has
been a 211% increase. The growth has been most marked in the
16—-34-year age group.

Cholecystostomy Drainage - Current Practices in a Tertiary 158
Hepatobiliary Unit

Al Azzawi et al. report a series of 68 patients with acute cholecystitis
treated initially with a percutaneous cholecystostomy drain (PCD). The
authors quote the Tokyo guidelines on the indications for PCD
insertion.

Evaluating the Necessity of Routine Blood Type and Screen Testing 159
Prior to Appendicectomy

Smyth et al. reviewed 340 cases of appendicectomy. No patient
required an intraoperative blood transfusion. The authors recommend
a selective risk-based approach to pre-operative blood type and cross
matching.

Case Reports

Non-Arteritic Anterior Ischaemic Optic Neuropathy Associated 160
with Semaglutide use

Kearney et al. report a case of unilateral non-arteritic optic
neuropathy in a patient who had been taking Semaglutide for 6
months. Following discontinuation, the visual acuity improved and the
optic disc swelling resolved.

Type A Insulin Resistance Syndrome Due to a Pathogenic Variant 161
in the INSR Gene

Afzal et al. describe a case of type A insulin resistance (TAIRS) due to
an INSR mutation. The authors map the transition from insulin
sensitivity to insulin resistance over 3 decades.
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Delayed cardiac conduction disease in a young adult following 162

childhood Chagas infection

Farrand et al. report a young man who presented with chest pain and a
2:1 atrioventricular block. He had a history of untreated childhood
Chagas disease.

Ventral Cervical Spinal Schwannoma Presenting as Progressive 163
Myelopathy
Helmi et al. describe a case of cervical spine schwannoma. An atypical

feature was that there was a predominantly lower limb rather than an
upper limb weakness.

Letters to the Editor

Bridging the Gap: What Paediatric Clinicians Want from 164
Liaison Psychiatry Services

Incidental Diagnosis of Septate Uterus in a Postmenopausal 165
Woman
Beyond Technology: The Unfinished Work of Breastfeeding 166

Policy
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