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CIRCUMCISION RATES AFTER THE RELEASE OF PREPUTIAL ADHESIONS .......  P965 
Aworanti et al describe the release of preputial adhesions (RPAs) for phimosis.  The technique 
was carried out on 534 boys.  The authors state that it is an effective alternative to circumcision.  
Only 8.4% required a subsequent operative intervention. 
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McCarthy et al report that there were 2717 admissions with Varicella in the period 2005-2016.  
62 children required intensive care due to the complications such as cellulitis, volume depletion, 
and streptococcal infection. 
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Blended tube feeding (BTF) is the provision of pureed foods via a gastroscopy tube.  O’Sullivan 
et al report that it is a growing practice among dieticians.  Professional training workshops are 
the preferred training method. 
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O’Brien et al report on the application of arterial embolization on 22 women for obstetric and 
gynaecological haemorrhage.  A variety of embolic agents were used, gelfoam being the 
commonest.  The majority were performed under conscious sedation.   
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Coleman et al have examined the working relationship between oncologists and palliative care 
physicians.  Currently 53% of oncologists refer patients with advanced cancer to palliative care 
physicians.  This finding is despite 84% of oncologists agreeing that patients would benefit from 
palliative care services.  The authors recommend a greater integration of palliative care into 
clinical practice.  
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McNamara et at highlight the concerns regarding the concerns about the new illicit 
benzodiazepines in the European drug market.  The authors found that among 200 urine 
samples from patients attending the national drug treatment centre, 66.5% tested positive for 
alprazolam.  In addition cases with the new benzodiazepine, etizolam (3.5%), were found.  
Etizolam has been implicated in 299 drug-related deaths in Scotland 2017. 
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WITH NEWLY ACQUIRED TRAUMATIC SPINAL CORD INJURY ...........................  P971 
Smith and Synnott state that traumatic spinal cord injury (TSCI) has an incidence of 13 per 
million in Ireland yearly.  There are concerns about the delay in the transfer of TSCI patients to 
rehabilitation and back to their communities.  In their study, the authors found that 4000 bed-
days had been lost.  Improvement in the delivery of services for TSCI patients is urged. 
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O’Reilly and Torreggiani report that the incidence of asymptomatic Chiari malformation is 2%.  The 
authors conclude that a tonsil herniation of up to 5 millimeters may be an incidental and inconsequent 
finding. 
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Deacy and Houghton discuss the issues around the introduction of a successful Naloxone 
program.  Naloxone is increasingly been used to treat opiate related overdoses.  One in two 
heroin addicts will die from an overdose.  The study illustrates the challenges faced by social 
workers involved in drug overdoses. 
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Power et al describe the Sarnat score, a clinical tool in the assessment of neonatal 
encephalopathy.  An accurate neurological examination is central to the optimal care of this 
group of infants. 
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Fitzgerald et al describe an index case with PVL-MRSA discharging furuncle on his neck.  Two 
other family members were also found to be colonized with PVL-MRSA.  In addition to antibiotic 
therapy, decolonization was achieved with chlorexidine 4% and mupirocin 2%. 
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McCarthy et al report that cases with melanoma presented to their hospital at a more advanced 
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the national average 12.9%.  The authors suggest a number of measures that could be used to 
achieve earlier detection rates. 
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