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Increasing Influenza vaccination uptake rates in the >65-
year-old population

O’Tuathail et al report that the proportion of patients over
65 years who received the flu vaccine in 2018 was 53%.
Following the introduction of a vaccination awareness
programme the uptake increased to 68% in 2018/19.
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Longitudinal audit of outcomes subsequent to teriparatide
therapy

Rafferty et al describe the use of Teriparatide in a cohort of
patents with osteoporosis. Ninety one per cent had a
previous fracture. After starting Teriparatide 58% had no
further fractures. Among those who had a subsequent
fracture, the majority were non-vertebral.
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The Learning Effects of Within-unit Handover Report

Duff et al made video-recordings of medical handovers.
The mean duration was 33 mins, and the mean number of
participants was 21. The authors conclude that it is a
powerful learning tool.
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Medical and social needs of pregnant asylum-seekers in
Direct Provision

Lee et al. describe the challenges faced by 50 pregnant
women in direct provision. The problems included HIV
infection, unplanned pregnancy, late booking, and poor
social supports.
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Challenges associated with Global Bariatric Medical Tourism

Dhannoon et al. report on 4 cases of bariatric surgery
performed abroad which were followed by major
complications after returning home. The authors suggest
that there should be a registry of patients who have had
bariatric surgery abroad to ensure that they receive prompt
post-operative care if required.
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A Comparison of Arthroplasty Activity Nationally between
Mixed and Elective-Only Units

810

Luck of the Microbiologist — A Retrospective Observational
Cohort Study

Ali and Ryan describe the workloads undertaken by
individual HCWs in a busy microbiology department. The
outcomes examined were the number of significant blood
cultures and Cov-2 managed per HCW.
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Haematoma following thyroid surgery, reducing the
incidence in the face of anticoagulant & antiplatelet use

O’Keefe et al. report on 292 patients who underwent
thyroidectomy. The haematoma rate was 0.68% (1/292).
The authors describe the use of Floseal.
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Sustained Virological Response Rates following Hepatitis C
treatment with Direct-Acting Antivirals in patients with
Decompensated Liver Cirrhosis

813

Management and outcomes of nonculprit coronary disease
in STEMI patients
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The Attitudes of Healthcare Students to Mindfulness-Based 815
Interventions

Dunlea and Doherty surveyed 83 students about

mindfulness. Most stated that they found it beneficial as a

tool for stress management.

Case Reports

Ocular Neovascularisation in Central Retinal Artery 816
Occlusion (CRAO)

McElhinney and Idrees describe a case of central retinal

artery occlusion. It was due to an embolus at the

bifurcation of the ophthalmic artery. The patient presented

with painless loss of vision.
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