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1. Department of Anaesthesiology, Mayo University Hospital, Castlebar, Ireland.
2. Department of Anaesthesiology, Mercy University Hospital, Cork, Ireland.

In their letter to the editor ‘Audit of paediatric Entonox use’ (March 2023), Hayden and Neylon argue
that there is great potential to increase Entonox use in the paediatric setting, describing it as a safe
and convenient analgesic agent.

Entonox undoubtably has its clinical uses, but we find it alarming that Hayden and Neylon fail to
mention Entonox’s enormous carbon footprint. In 2019, total emissions from Nitrous Oxide and
Entonox use across all Irish hospitals amounted to 15 047 tonnes of CO2 equivalents (pure N20:

42% and Entonox 58%). In the midst of a climate crisis, that is no laughing matter.
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