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cutaneous malignant melanoma in the Mid-West of Ireland 
Rafferty et al. report on 310 patients with invasive malignant 
melanoma. The authors found that their current management 
was in compliance with NICE guidelines. 
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The role of physiotherapy in Muscular Dystrophies: an online 
survey of physiotherapists 
Moran et al. undertook a questionnaire of 43 physiotherapists 
about their management of patients with Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy. The main focus of their management was mobility, 
respiratory, and aid provision. 
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guidelines 

Urbaniak et al. audited the response to a new neonatal 
transfusion guideline. There was a 56% adherence leading to 
fewer blood transfusions. 
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Dockery et al. describe 74 adolescents with type 1 diabetes, 
20 being high-risk. The high-risk patients were less likely to 
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were more likely to have lipohypertrophy. 
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Stankiewicz and Sheehan audited medical record keeping before 
and after an education session. There was improvement across a 
number of criteria including legibility 8.35 vs 82.8%, clarity 64% 
vs 92%, printed names 25% vs 53%. 

 

The outcome of trisomy 18 pregnancies following the 
legalisation of termination of pregnancy 
Miremberg et al. report that since the introduction of the TOP act 
there have been 47 trisomy 18 pregnancies. In almost two thirds 
of cases 28/ 47, a TOP was performed. 
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EM and Me: Near-Peer Mentoring in an Emergency 
Department 

Heffernan and O’Dowd describes the practice of near-peer 
(registrar) mentoring of junior doctors. In the programme there 
were 33 junior doctors and 13 mentors. The exercise was found 
to be beneficial. 
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A review of prostate cancer prevalence among patients 
referred to Rapid Access Prostate Clinics with abnormal 
digital rectal examination in the community 
Cullivan et al. have evaluated the role of digital rectal 
examination (DRE) in the community and at a prostate clinic. 
They found that an abnormal DRE at the clinic was more likely to 
detect prostate cancer compared with an abnormal DRE detected 
in the community. 
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Women’s views on the impact of the Sláintecare consultant 
contract on private obstetric care 

Whelan et al. surveyed 251 women about obstetric care. The 
most important factor in choosing care was seeing the same 
consultant at every visit and having a consultant known to the 
patient at the delivery. 
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Trends in in-hospital admissions due to dog bites in Ireland 
from 2012-2021 

Ryan et al. report that there have been 3,158 emergency hospital 
admissions following a dog bite. The highest rate was in children. 
The common injuries were open wounds and fractures. 
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Short Report 

Head circumference measurement: Quality Improvement 
Initiative 

Allawendy et al. report that following a QI programme the 
recording of the infants’ head circumference increased from 49% 
to 100% 
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Investigation and Management of Paediatric Acute Atraumatic 
Limp: A Trainee Survey 

Yousef et al. report that a survey of 101 trainees about paediatric 
acute limp found that paediatric trainees had the highest level of 
knowledge. 
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Case Reports 

Clots, Covid-19 and Cyberattacks – a case of Vaccine-Induced 
Immune Thrombotic Thrombocytopenia 

Power-Foley et al. report a complex case of vaccine induced 
immune thrombotic thrombocytopaenia. 
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The breathless patient with a sore neck 
Power et al. describe a 69 year old man with dyspnoea due to a 
raised hemi-diaphragm secondary to cervical spondylosis. 
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Avatrombopag Induced Thrombocytosis with Transient 
Ischemic Like Events 

882 

Hypercalcaemia of Down’s Syndrome 
Donavan et al. report a baby with Down’s syndrome who 
developed hypercalcaemia and nephrocalcinosis. It is postulated 
that that the extraneous chromosome 21 affects Ca homeostasis. 
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The Impact of COVID-19 on Ophthalmology Clinic and Surgical 
Volume 
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Review of the postnatal management of infants following 
positive direct antiglobulin test 
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Radiation Oncology Annual Scientific Meeting 2023 888 

Student Essay Competition 2023 

 Medice, cura te ipsum 

The winner of this year’s student essay competition is Matthew 
Thomas, UCD. The essay outlines the advancements made in the 
treatments of Cystic Fibrosis and TB since the 1950’s. The essay also 
explores the challenges that medical students may face in the 
future.  
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