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Spinal Epidural Abscess Without Fever: Challenging the Classic 
Triad 

Marks et al. describe 3 cases of spinal epidural abscess.  The 
authors state that the classic triad is – focal spine pain, 
neurological deficit, and fever. In this series, however, fever was 
not present. 
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Impact of a dedicated NICU lactation specialist for VLBW infants 

Kinoshita et al.  describe the role of a lactation consultant in the 
NICU. The median time for the availability of colostrum  
improved from 10 to 4 hours. 
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Nolan et al.  report that in their series 32/35 (91.4%) of patients 
in heart failure with a reduced ejection fraction were prescribed 
SGLT2 inhibitors.   

 990 

Anticoagulation-Associated Delays in Acute Hip Fractures 

Ní Mhiocháin and de Grae et al. address the issue of delayed hip 
fracture surgery due to  patients being on anticoagulant 
medication.  In their series almost 20% of hip surgeries were 
delayed beyond 48 hours. 
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Attitudes towards COVID-19 and influenza vaccination in 
healthcare workers 

Quintyne et al.  in their survey found that most agree that HCW 
vaccination is a good example for patients. Half prefer to the get 
the Covid and Flu vaccine separately. 
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Paraquat poisoning following the introduction of the European 
Union ban 

Cassidy et al.  have found that prior to the European ban in 2008 
there were 95 cases of Paraquat poisoning with 33 fatalities.  
Subsequently there have 11 cases with 4 deaths and none since 
2014. 
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Night-time Discharge from the ICU as a Risk Factor for In-hospital 
Mortality 

Shehata et al.  have analysed the timing of ICU discharge and 
subsequent mortality rates.  Mortality was higher in patients 
discharged at night 9.4% vs 4.0%. 
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Iodine Deficiency — Re-emergence of an old epidemic 

Elbishari et al. report a case of a large goitre and abnormal TFTs 
caused by iodine deficiency due to a restrictive dairy and gluten 
free diet. 
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Challenges in diagnosis and management of an interstitial 
ectopic pregnancy 

Sheppard et al. describe a case of interstitial ectopic pregnancy.  
The authors emphasise its potentially higher morbidity if there a 
delayed diagnosis.  
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Secondary adrenal insufficiency presenting as severe 
hyponatremia 

Gul et al.  describe a case of severe hyponatraemia due to adrenal 
insufficiency caused by a pituitary adenoma. 
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Open reduction and internal fixation of distal humerus fracture 
in ASA 4 E patient under sole regional Anaesthesia 

Kumar and Bhayla describe the role of regional anaesthesia in a 
case requiring open reduction and internal fixation of a humerus 
fracture. 
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Extensive Condylomata with Malignant Transformation 
Complicated by Compounding Socioeconomic Barriers 

Muhamad Fauzi and O’Riordan report a case of perianal 
condyloma with a fatal malignant transformation.  The authors 
point out that there is a lack of screening for HPV in men. 
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