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 Editor’s Commentary Page no. 

Ethical Principles for Medical Research Involving Human 
Participants 

15 

Occasional Pieces 

Peripheral Intravenous (IV) cannulation should be avoided in the 
stroke affected upper limb 
Hussain et al .  outline the potential  risks and disadvantages of siting an 
IV cannula in the affected upper l imb in stroke patients. 

  16 

Original Papers 

Parents’ experiences of parenting an adolescent with Type 1 
diabetes 
Crotty et al .  highlight the significant care burden for parents of a 
child with type 1 diabetes which includes coming to terms with the 
diagnosis,  combining parenting and caring, and the emotional burden. 

17 

An Insight into the Implications of the NCCP 2024 Guideline on  

the Staging & Surveillance of Melanoma 
McMahon et al .  have assessed the implications of the changes to the 
staging of cutaneous melanoma. The authors calculate that the new 
guidelines an additional 110 body and CT scans could be required 
annually.  The impact of these changes on patient outcomes will  need 
to be monitored. 

18 

Audit of Adherence to Best Practice Guidelines for Children born 
with Down Syndrome 
Murphy et al .  report on the management of 73 infants with Down 
syndrome.  The audit found good adherence to the Down syndrome 
guideline in relation to cardiovascular and haematological screening 
but less so for other factors. 

19 

Protracted postpartum urinary retention: risk factors, treatment, 
and effect on pelvic floor dysfunction 

Kelly et al.  report a postpartum urinary retention rate 6.9 per 1000  
and a protracted rate 0.6 per 1000.  Operative delivery is a risk 
factor.  
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Enhanced community care for type 2 diabetes in Ireland: the 
patient’s perspective on attending an integrated care center  

Ferris et al .  surveyed 40 patients with type 2 diabetes attending the 
Dublin North West hub. There was high patient satisfaction with the 
service, 87.5%. This is part of Sláintecare’s enhanced community care 
initiative. 

21 

Delayed presentation and diagnosis of testicular torsion-insights 
from 10 years of cases 

O’Connell  et al .  report 15 cases of orchidectomy due to testicular 
torsion. In 12 cases a delay in diagnosis was due to late patient 
presentation.  In 3 cases the patient presented in time but were 
initially discharged with an alternative diagnosis. 

22 

 Short Reports 

Questioning the anatomical relationship between the seventh 
thoracic vertebra and the inferior angle of scapula: a radiographic 
review to inform anaesthesia practice 

O’Donoghue and Doran report that the relationship between the T7 
spinous process and the inferior angle of the scapula is unreliable. The 
authors suggest that for thoracic epidural  anaesthesia,  ultrasound or 
fluoroscopy should be used for accurate identification. 
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 Case Reports 

Clival metastasis presenting with oculomotor nerve palsy in a 
patient with a prior history of breast cancer 
Visser et al.  present a case of oculomotor nerve palsy due a clival  
metastasis.   The clivus separates the nasopharynx from the brain stem. 
She was treated with surgical  debulking, radiotherapy, and 
chemotherapy. 

24 

Varicella Zoster meningitis presenting in an Immunocompetent 
adolescent 
Best et al.  describe a case of Herpes Zoster meningitis in a 13 year old 
immunocompetent child.  She was treated with a 3 week course of IV 
Acyclovir.  
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Subacute pericardial tamponade presenting with hypertension 

Costel lo et al . report a case of pericardial  effusion that presented with 
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hypertension and anuria. The diagnosis and management is described. 

Glomerulonephritis with Positive Anti-Glomerular Basement 
Membrane Antibodies following COVID-19 Vaccine 

Fahy et al . report a case of glomerulonephritis related to a recent 
Covid-19 vaccine two days previously. The authors state 
pharmacovigilance is required to determine frequency of this 
complication. 
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 Letters to the Editor 

Documentation of vaccination status in healthcare records in 
Dermatology Systemic clinic 

28 

Prescribing of Proton Pump Inhibitors in a Major Teaching  

Hospital 

29 

‘Out-of-stock’: An initiative to impede Dermatology in-patient 
topical treatment delays 

30 

 Response Letters 

Language Matters: The Need for Professional Healthcare 
Interpreters in Ireland 

31 

Management of Osteoporotic Vertebral Compression Fractures 32 
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