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Echocardiography Training Pathway for Intensive Care Trainees: 
A Comparison with International Guidelines 

Boyd et al .  address the issue of echocardiography training for ICU 
trainees. A certified training programme should be available. 
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Tranexamic Acid Use in Neurosurgery and Spinal Surgery 
Hui Ng and Moore found that Tranexamic acid was administered in 
only 43 of 212 neurosurgery and spinal  surgery cases.  The authors 
discuss the low use of TXA despite its potential  benefits in reducing 
intraoperative bleeding. 
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Skin of Colour Dermatology: A national study on the confidence 
of Irish primary care providers 

Herl ihy et al .  surveyed 121 GPs about dermatological problems in 
patients with skin of colour. Almost two-thirds were not confident in 
the management of these cases. 

37 

Antenatal venous thromboembolism and the performance of 

risk assessment tools 
Milne et al.  reviewed 63 women with antenatal  VTE. They found that 
the use of a risk assessment tool would not have identified the 
majority of cases. 
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Halting the progression of chronic kidney disease: an audit of 
the use of RAASi and SGLT2i 

Teh et al. discuss the medication options in a series of 165 patients 
with chronic renal disease. 
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Serum drops for ocular surface disease: a national perspective 

Harford et al .  report on the use of serum eye drops in a series of 102 
patients. The commonest indication was refractory dry eye disease. 
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Intra-temporal and intracranial radiological abnormalities in 
cochlear implantation 

Farrell  et al .  report that among 898 cochlear implant cases there 
were 90 (10%) patients with cochlear radiological  abnormalities, the 
most common being incomplete partition type 2 and an enlarged 
lymphatic sac. 
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 Short Reports 

Evaluation of a newly introduced parenting support programme 
for families of children with 22q11.2 Deletion Syndrome 

Khan et al .  describe an 8-week parenting programme for the 
management of the behavioural problems in children with 22q11.2 
deletion. 
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Diphtheria in a congregate setting — facilitators and barriers to 
an effective Public Health response 

Peterson et al . describe the management and isolation of a 
suspected case of diphtheria in an IPAS (international protection 
accommodation center).   Measures included the vaccination of the 
other residents. 
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Concurrent infectious uvulitis and peritonsillar abscess in an 
adult patient 
Metri  et al .  report the acute ENT management of a swollen infected 
uvula which required needle aspiration of 4 mls of pus, 
dexamethasone, antibiotics,  and nebulised adrenaline. 

44 

Anaesthetic Management of a patient with Rubinstein Taybi 
Syndrome 

Butt et al.  point out that children with Rubinstein-Taybi syndrome 
are a greater anaesthetic risk because of obstructive sleep apnoea.  
Preoperative evaluation is important with measures in place in the 
event of a diff icult airway. 
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Parvimonas Micra resulting in Hepatic Abscesses 

Narayanan et al .  report a case of multiple l iver abscesses in a young 
man due to Parvimonas Micra .   The authors point out the 
association with periodontitis and emphasise the importance of 
good dental  hygiene. 
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