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Occasional Pieces

Improving safety in regional anaesthesia— adopting the NRFit™
system

Moore and Narayanan describe the safety features of the NRFit
connection system for regional and neuraxial anaesthesia. The device
makes it virtually impossible to inadvertedly attach it to a standard
luer connection.
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Original Papers

Exploring healthcare professionals’ experiences when
communicating with pregnant patients about stillbirth

Rutherford et al. found that healthcare professionals find it
challenging to discuss stillbirth risk factors with patients particularly
maternal weight and illicit drug use.

70

Dilated ducts with or without raised LFTs

Parihar et al. reviewed a series of 404 patients with dilated
pancreaticobiliary ducts (PD). In 57% of cases an underlying
pathology was discovered and this more likely when laboratory tests
including bilirubin or AKLP were raised.

71

Characteristics of serious incident management team (SIMT)
reviews in maternity units

O’Connor et al. have reviewed the role and function of the SIMT in
the review of perinatal deaths. The authors recommend that the
reviews should more standardised, more coordinated, and more
timely.
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Endometrial cancer prevalence in women with an incidental 73

finding of thickened endometrium

Stokes et al. have reviewed 94 cases of incidentally observed
increased endometrial thickness, the finding being benign in 91.5% of
patients. The implications are discussed.

Low dose intrathecal morphine for total knee replacement 74

Ballantine and Gogarty describe the provision of post-operative
pain relief following total knee replacement in 100 patients
using intrathecal morphine. The authors found it to be safe, the
only common side-effect being urinary retention which occurred
in 15 patients.

Social Deprivation among Children with Inherited Metabolic 75
Disorders

Reaney et al. state that 21.5% of children with a metabolic disorder
live in a deprived area compared with 3.8% of the general population.
In addition, 12.5% are from the traveller community.

Rapid Radiological imaging and its Impact on Patient Experience 76
and Length-of-Stay in the Acute Medicine Unit

Cuddihy et al. demonstrate the value of rapid radiology in reducing
the wait times in AMUs.

Delivery Trends After Obstetric Anal Sphincter Injuries 77

Rotem et al. compared the delivery patterns in two time periods
2007-2012, 2018-2022, for women in the subsequent pregnancy after
a previous obstetric anal sphincter injury. Over the two time periods
the caesarean section rate increased from 37% to 56.6%.

Short Reports

Clinical outcomes for emergency department patients diagnosed 78
with proximal humeral fractures

Mohammed et al. report on 96 patients with proximal humeral
fractures. There was a preponderance of older female patients with
a higher length of hospital stay.
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Case Reports

Mysteries on the Menu: A Traveller’s Health Misadventure

Hussain et al. describe a case of acute Brucellosis in a patient who
had recently returned from India where he had been in contact with
buffalos and had drunk unpasteurised goat’s milk.
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From Crisis to Recovery: Thrombolysis for Massive Pulmonary
Embolism and Clot in Transit

Varghese et al. report a case of massive pulmonary embolism which
was confirmed by CT pulmonary angiography and treated with
systemic thrombolysis.
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Frequent use of imaging modalities makes diagnosis of PRES
Syndrome easier

Ahmad et al. describe a case of posterior reversible encephalopathy
syndrome (PRES) due to hypertension. It was confirmed on MRI and
treated with antihypertensives.
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Cutaneous Dirofilariasis Presenting as a Painless Inguinal Mass

Connolly et al report a case of cutaneous Dirofilariasis presenting as
an inguinal mass in a Ukrainian man. The mass was surgically
removed.

82

Letters to the Editor

Medical students’ learning needs relating to childhood
vaccination and hesitancy
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Incidentally Increased Endometrial Thickness and
Subsequent Diagnosis of Endometrial Hyperplasia

84

Successful Cardioversion of Neonatal Atrial Flutter:
Diagnostic Challenges and Therapeutic Resolution
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Abstracts & Reports

Irish Paediatric Association Annual Conference 2024
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Irish Surgical Training Group (ISTG) Careers’ Day & Aspiring
Surgeons’ Research Symposium 2024
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Student Medical Summit 2025
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